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Sarah A. Jenison, Author
Editors Note: During work on the Museum
inventory, we came upon a published book,
‘David Erenberg, Healer’ by Sarah A. Jenison.
From our files we find information on Sarah. and
even a poem that fits the season.
First a little history. Sarah A. Jenison (b.
1837; d. approx.1926)
Sarah is the
daughter of Minot Jenison (b. 1792 in
Rutland VT). Minot is the brother to
Lemuel Jenison. Lemuel, his wife Sarah
Sanderson Jenison and their family
(Hiram, twins Lucius and Luman and 4
daughters), were the early pioneers of
what we know as Jenison today. So, that
would make Sarah A Jenison a cousin to
Hiram, Lucius, Luman and family.
Sarah’s teaching career spanned from
1861 until her retirement in 1902. Her
obituary reads, ‘She was a woman of
rare culture and disposition. She
maintained a keen interest in events up to
the hour of her death and never lost
happy contact with her friends and the
world’
Editors Note: For anyone interested, the book
mentioned above, ‘David Erenberg, Healer’ is out
of print, but I have seen it on the internet as
limited availability as used books thru
Amazon.com, or Barnes and Noble appears to
have it digitized for download on the Nook..
Other sources may also be available as used.

Sarah A. Jenison

www.jenisonhistory.org

Our mission is to learn
about Jenison history, obtain
artifacts relating to its
history, and maintain the
Jenison Historical Museum
as a place to share and
display our heritage.
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SARAH A. JENISON, AUTHOR (CON’T)
Here is a poem, written by Sarah which
we are lucky enough to hold what
appears to be in her handwriting.

A Halloween Adventure
Sarah A. Jenison
Halloween is a wild, weird night,
Such strange, fantastic things are out.
One scarcely can believe his sight,
And yet there is no room for doubt.

The Elf ’s Written Directions for
Safety
From pure white paper cut a heart,
Three inches long, two inches wide.
Then pierce it with a blood red dart,
And draw a cross on either side.
Exactly through the center write
With pen of gold, the tender word
That fell to earth from realms of light
The sweetest word was ever heard.

To prove to you that this is so,
I’ll tell you something very queer
That happened in the long ago.
Though strange, it gave me naught to
fear.

He quickly came within the door
And drew an arm chair near the grate.
Wrapped close the gauzy robe he wore,
Sat down, and wrote at rapid rate.
The finished page he gave to me
Saying a magic charm it taught,
That from all error would set free,
And was with deepest wisdom fraught.
The lines he wrote I will append
To this strange tale I tell to you.
That you may clearly comprehend
How real he was, sincere and true.

These words I give, if you obey
Will help you seek and know the right.
In all you wish and do and say
And you will walk in perfect light.

Take this pearl of magic power,
As the curfew strikes the hour
For rest, and sleep, and dreaming.
While the moon is gently beaming,
Softly say “All things are good”.
Only this. “All things are good.”
Neath your pillow place it now.
Press your hand on heart and brow.
Sleep, and the elves of fairyland,
A watchful and devoted band,
Will keep you safe from pain and
sorrow.
And bring you joy on each tomorrow.

As friend to friend I come to you
From out the realms of mystery.
To tell of things you never knew,
Facts from unwritten history.

He was a spirit of the air,
Assuming all our earthly ways.
I did not fear to see him there,
I hoped he’d tarry many days.

Again he spoke in earnest tone.
There’s one true charm I wish to leave.
The pearl, it is for you alone,
Its prompting never can deceive.

The Elf ’s Instruction Given with
the Pearl.

One Halloween there came to me
A large eyed, curly headed elf.
His face was grave, yet fair to see.
And thus he introduced himself.

Beneath his robe of filmy blue,
His long, soft wings were half concealed.
Sparkling with iridescent hue,
Which his identity revealed.

He quickly answered with a sigh
It is the thought ‘tis what is done.
No value have the things we buy.
‘Tis through ourselves all good is won

Sarah A. Jenison

In English spelled with letters four.
Write it large, and clear, and straight.
For ‘tis the word “all saints adore.
The word for which all mortals wait”.
Enfold this in a case of gold,
And wear it ever on your breast.
‘Twill make you strong and brave, and
bold,
And help you always seek the best.
I read and stood there wrapped in
thought,
Then said “is is a promise good.
I wonder, might this charm be bought.
I’d like to get it if I could.”
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I held the pearl with tender care,
And read the lines while he stood near.
A strain of music filled the air,
He said “goodbye, friend ever dear.”
Then he was gone, I know not how.
He simply vanished from my sight.
but all the years from then, till now,
I’ve looked for him on ‘All Saints’ night.
He comes no more, but I reread
In memory, his words and ways.
His graciousness in look and deed,
His pleasant smile, like sun’s bright rays.
My life has somewhat kindlier been
since came and went this mystic sprite.
I hear more oft the voice within,
Respond more quickly to the right.
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MUSEUM HAPPENINGS
October 2013
October we finish our family tour
of Jenison with a focus on the
farms in Georgetown Township;
s u c h a s We s t r a t e , S t e e n ,
Bosworth, and Sweet.
Find our Booth at the Expo
We will once again have a booth
at the Community Expo on
October 26th 10 AM - 2 PM at
t h e Je n i s o n H i g h S c h o o l
Cafeteria and Main Gymnasium

December 2013
Christmas the Tiffany
House
After the October Open house,
we will be hustling about getting
the decorations up for Christmas.
Our Annual Christmas Open
House is December 7th and we
have an encore on January
11th. Check out the house in all
it’s Christmas finery!

Watch the calendar on the
web for more upcoming
events.
.
(www.jenisonhistory.org)
We look forward to seeing you,
and if you would like to
volunteer to help at any of these
events, please contact the
museum at 457-4398 or email us
at info@jenisonhistory.org.

Web Site:
Keep up to date by stopping by
our website for a list of the our
meeting and Open House dates
and
times
(www.jenisonhistory.org)

Are you a member??
If you are not a dues paying
member, please consider joining
to help support the Association.
Dues are a bargain at only $10
per year, you will receive
monthly updates to the
happenings of the Association.
Contact the JHA at
info@jenisonhistor y.org. or
calling the museum
616-457-4398

Souvenir Ornaments Still
Available

If you missed getting your
ornament last year, we will again
be selling them at our upcoming
open houses, or find us at the
Jenison Community Expo on
October 26th

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Museum Cleaning: This is a
big job, as you can well imagine,
that needs constant attention in
order to have the museum look
it’s best during the open houses.
Contact any board member if
you can lend a few hours.

Tour Guides:
The school
tours are a great way of teaching
the children about our history
and is such a rewarding
experience. You won’t regret
being a part of this experience
for our local children.
Joyce Klawiter would love to
hear from you.
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And the list goes on...
Monthly Open Houses, Theme’s
for Open Houses, Inventory,
Museum Maintenance, board
trustee.
You can come to a monthly
meeting or reach out to any
board member if you would like
to volunteer in any particular
area.

JENISON HISTORY!

4

PAGE

JHA TRUSTEE’S

Restorations Needed
The picture shown is but one of the pictures that JHA is looking to
restore. This picture is of President Garfield and his family. He
came to our area to visit his brother,
Thomas, who lived in Jamestown, one
account says his last visit was 3 years
before he was assassination in 1881.
This picture of Garfield and his family,
is showing signs of deterioration which
can still be stopped, but the price is
upwards of $600 for just this one picture.
JHA an ongoing drive to build a restoration fund with the
donations earmarked for just such projects. Would you be willing
to donate to help restore this picture and others in need of repair?
Come to the next open house to learn more, or you can send your
donation to PO Box 664, Jenison MI 49429 and mark it for the
Restoration Fund.

For Sale at the Museum
Jenison Museum Note Pads
Stationary with Envelopes
Book: Bend in the River
Book: At the Bend
Mill Print (unframed)
Jenison at the Bend CD
Historical Prints:
! Large
! Small

$ 1.50
$ 2.00
$10.00
$ 4.00
$10.00
$10.00

Chair
Liz Timmer (13)
457-3708
Vice Chair/Curator
Ken Williams (14)
772-6523
Treasurer/Editor
Ruth Lowing (14)
896-1447
Social Secretary
Nellie DeLaat (13)
457-1193
Recording Secretary
Bev Potter (13)
308-4490
Tours
Joyce Klawiter (14)
457-9018
Archivist
Barb Semeyn (14)
457-9343
Maintenance/Historian
Mike Timmer (13)
531-1218
Trustee
Yvonne Williams (14)
772-6523
Tim Boelema (15)
669-5079
Linda Droog (15)
457-3016
Township Rep
Ron Villerius
(##) = year of re-election to the board

$10.00
$ 7.50

.

Available during any open house, or call the Museum at 457-4398
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Contact Information:
Members
may contact the board at the above
phone numbers or leave a message at
457-4398 or info@jenisonhistory.org
Historical Association of
Michigan
Find us on the registry at
www.hsmichigan.org

Jenison Historical Association
PO Box 664
Jenison, MI 49429

First Name Last Name
Address
City, St Zip

2013 Meeting Schedule
Thursday, October 17, Georgetown Library
Thursday, November 21 - Georgetown Library
No Meeting in December, 2013

2014 Meeting Schedule
Board meetings are all open to the public and are held on the 3rd
Thursday of the month at 6:45 PM at the Georgetown Library,
unless noted. No meeting in the month of December.

All meetings begin at 6:45 PM unless noted

Have a safe and fun Halloween

2013 Museum Open House Schedule
October 19, 2013
December 7, 2013
January 11, 2014

2-4 PM Farms of Georgetown Township
1-4 PM 2013 Holiday Open House
2-4 PM Encore Holiday Open House

2014 Museum Open House Schedule
March 15, 2014
April 19, 2014
May 17, 2014
June 21, 2014
July 19, 2014

2-4 PM Quilts Old and New
2-4 PM
2-4 PM Jenison Electric Park
2-4 PM
Noon - 2PM Grand Lady Riverboat Tour
2:30 - 4 PM Museum Open
Sept. 20, 2014
2-4 PM Glimpses of early Hudsonville
October 18, 2014 2-4 PM
December 6,2014 1-4 PM Christmas at the Jenison Museum
January 10, 2014 2-4 PM

ALSO: 1st Tuesday of the month April thru November 10 AM - Noon
Call to volunteer your time at the open houses

